
Drinking water, both tap and bottled, origi-
nates from sources such as rivers, lakes, 
streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs and wells.  
As water travels over the surface of the land 
or though the ground, it dissolves naturally-
occurring minerals.  In some regions, water 
may even pick up substances resulting from 
the presence of radioactive material, animals 
or from human activity.  Drinking water, includ-
ing bottled water, may reasonably be ex-
pected to contain at least small amounts of 
some contaminants.  The presence of con-
taminants does not necessarily pose a 
health risk.  More information about contami-
nants and potential health effects can be ob-
tained by calling the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-
800-426-4791. 

 

ENSURING YOUR 

WATER IS SAFE 

 

Primary Source and Type
  

Well #1 Groundwater 
Well #2 Groundwater 

Well #3 Groundwater 

Back-Up Source & Type 
 

Intertie #1 Walla Walla Intertie 
Intertie #2 Walla Walla Intertie 
Intertie #4 CID #14 Intertie 

Infants and young children are typically more 
vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the 
general population.  It is possible that lead 
levels at your home may be higher than at 
other  homes in the community as a result of 
materials used in your home’s plumbing.  If 
you are concerned about elevated lead lev-
els in your home’s water, you can flush your 
tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using 
tap water or you may wish to have your wa-
ter tested by an outside agency.  Additional 
information is available from Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline(800-426-4791).  

ARE YOU AT RISK? 

625 S College Ave 

College Place WA  99324 

City of College Place 

Phone: 509-525-0510 

Fax: 509-526-4094 

Email: kwolpert@ci.college-place.wa.us 

Some people may be more vulnerable to 
contaminants in drinking water than the 
general population.  People, such as those 

with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, 
persons who have undergone organ 
transplants, and people with HIV/AIDS or 
other immune system disorders, are 

considered immuno-compromised persons.  In 
addition, some elderly and infants can be 
particularly at risk from infections.  These 
people should seek advice about drinking 
water from their health care provider.  
EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate 
means to lessen the risk of infection, by 
Cryptosporidium and other microbial 
contaminants are available from the Safe 
Water Drinking Hotline (800-426-4791). 

One of the most important factors in water 
quality is its source:  The purer the source, the 
better the water.  The City of College Place 
water system draws water from an aquifer that 
lies deep beneath the Walla Walla Valley.  
Water is extracted from the aquifer via three 
deep wells with a depth range of 650 to 750 
feet.  Two of the three wells that College 
Place uses have a high susceptibility rating.  
This rating is not necessarily a reason for con-
cern for the consumer but more of a concern 
for the purveyor (City).  The high rating means 
the City places special emphasis on scrutiniz-
ing all activities that take place within a certain 
protection radius of the well head. 

Water  testing 

WHERE YOUR WATER 

COMES FROM 

NOTICE: IMPORTANT 

INFORMATION 

The City of College Place tests weekly for 
total coliform and fecal coliform/E. Coli con-
taminants.  The testing procedure is stringent 
and all lab work is performed by a lab inde-
pendent of the City.  Samples drawn and 
analyzed in 2009, were all satisfactory. 
 

Total Coliform.  Coliforms are bacteria that 
are naturally present in the environment and 
are used as an indicator that other, poten-
tially harmful, bacteria may be present. 
 

Fecal Coliform./E.Coli.  Fecal coliform and 
E.Coli are bactreria whose presence indi-
cates that the water may be contaminated 
with human or animal wastes.  Microbes in 
these wastes can cause short-term effects, 
such as diarrhea, cramps, nausea, head-
aches, or other symptoms.  They may pose a 
special health risk for infants, young children, 
and people with severely compromised im-
mune systems. 
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Este informe contiene infomacion importante acerc a 

de su agua potable . Haga que alguien lo traduzca 

para usted, o hable con alguien que lo entienda. 

Это сообщение содержит важную информацию о 
вашей питьевой воде. Сделайте так, чтобы кто - то 
перевел это для Вас, или говорил с кем - то, кто 

понимает это.  

The City of College Place has an intertie with 
Consolidated Irrigation District #14, which is in 
the northwest section of the city.  This is a two 
way intertie in which water can flow between 
these two water purveyors in either direction.  
Usage is based on need and seasonal de-
mand.  The City of Walla Walla, and Walla 
Walla University are also intertied with College 
Place.  These interties are generally used dur-
ing emergency situations. 



Water Quality 

Data Table 

Contaminants (units) MCL Range Level 

Detected 
Collected Violation Source  Probable Source 

Disinfectants & Disinfection By-Products        

Haloacetic Acids (annual average, ppb) 60 N/A N/D 3rd Quarter 2007 No CP District System By-Product of drinking water disinfection 

Inorganic Contaminants        

Asbestos (MFL)  7 NA 0.087 07/28/2009 No College Place Decay of asbestos cement water mains: Erosion of natural 

Barium (ppm) 2 Nd 00.65 0.023 07/08/2008 No SO1 Erosion of natural deposits 

Fluoride (ppm) 4 Nd 00.7 0.68 07/15/2008 No CP Customer Tap Erosion of natural deposits 

Copper (mg/l) AL=1.3 NA .179 09/25/2008 No CP Customer Tap Corrosion in household plumbing system 

Lead (mg/l) AL=.15 NA .003 09/25/2008 No CP  Customer  Tap Corrosion in household plumbing system 

Nitrate (measures as Nitrogen) (ppm) 10 Nd .06 .06 06/23/2009 No CP Customer Tap Runoff from fertilizer use;  Leaching from septic tanks, sew-
age; Erosion of natural deposits 

Arsenic (ppb) .10 Nd .002 .002 07/08/2008 No College Place SO1 Erosion of natural deposits 

Microbiological Contaminants  
       

Coliform  (total coliform bacteria) ND  ND 2009    

Fecal Coliform and E-Coli  ND  ND 2009    

Radionuclides        

Alpha Emitters (pCi/L) 15 NA 1.81 08/17/2009 No CP Well #1 Decay of natural and man-made deposits 

Rad 228 5 NA .057 08/17/2009 No CP Well #1 Decay of natural and man-made deposits 

Volatile Organic Contaminants         

TTHMs (Total Trihalomethanes) (ppb) 80 Nd-1.4 1.4 
Max in 3rd qtr 

2007 
No CP Dist System By-product of drinking water chlorination 

Contaminants (units) MCL  Results Collected Violation Source  Probable Source 

Disinfectants & Disinfection By-Products         

Chlorine (ppm) 4.0 .08-.62 .62 2009 No CP Dist System Treatment used to control microbes 

Units Description: ppm—parts per million; ppb—parts per billion or micrograms per liter; NA: Not Applicable; MNR: Monitoring not required, but recommend; ppm: parts per million;  pCi/L: picocuries per liter (a measure of radioactivity);  NTU: Nephelometric Turbidity Units. Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of the 

water.    *** Important Drinking Water Definitions:  MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level;  TT: Treatment Technique; MRDL: Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level; MRDLG: maximum residual disinfectant level goal;  ppb: parts per billion; AL: Action Level ; ND= Non-detected. 

 

This table below lists all of the drinking water contaminants that we detected during the calendar year of this report.  The EPA or the State requires us to  
monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not change frequently. 

Residential underground irrigation systems:  
How you can participate in protecting the qual-
ity of the drinking water. 
 

Your participation in Backflow prevention is 
required on all underground irrigation systems 
and is the most important aspect of the system.   
 

Water conservation is vital in protecting our 
most valuable natural resource.  Although 
there are many ways to conserve water, chief 
among them is lawn irrigation.  Residents can 
participate in conserving water by implement-
ing the following guidelines: 
 

Move hose end sprinklers around the yard on a 

timed schedule. 

Water early in the morning to minimize the ef-

fects of wind and evaporation. 

Inspect underground irrigation systems for leaks 

and broken heads. 

Raise mowing heights to maximize water con-

servation. 

Follow lawn care guidelines and don’t over-
water. 

Use a simple (hose bib end) dial timer for 
hose watering. 

Irrigation/water 

Conservation 

Это сообщение содержит важную информацию о вашей 
питьевой воде. Сделайте так, чтобы кто - то перевел это 

для Вас, или говорил с кем - то, кто понимает это.  

Water quality 

The hardness of the City’s water is a question often 
asked.  College Place water tests at 70.8ppm or 4.1 
grains which falls onto the lower end of the moder-
ately hard chart.   
 

As required by the State Department of Health, Col-
lege Place samples the water for fluoride every 3 
years.  The City of College Place does not add any 
fluoride to the potable water system. Tests in 2008 
showed 0.68 mg/l of naturally occurring fluoride in 
the water system.  


